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Saperstein Resurfaces With ‘Super Soccer’

The Associated Press

MIAMI — It has fewer players, more scoring; wider goals and no
wries about rain, promoter Jerry Saperstein said yesterday as he
nounced a new professional league called-**Super Soccer.”

He said it would be a faster, rougher and higher-scoring game than
\ditional soccer

A four-month summer season by teams in 16 to 24 U.S. cities will begin
June 1978, Saperstein said.

A list of “prospective franchise cities' was furnished reporters and
perstein said contracts have been signed with a number of franchise

owners, but declined to name any. He said 1o franchises would be
announced next month

Super Soccer is "'a bastardized game of soccer,” Saperstein conceded in
response to a question as he demonstrated a soccer-size ball done in
fluorescent orange and green.

“They took cricket and bastardized it into baseball and it hasn't hurt.”
be said.

The 37-year-old Saperstein, from North Miami Beach, began as a sports
promoter working with his father, Abe, who founded the Harlem Globetrot-
ters.

Jerry Saperstein has been involved in sports promotions ever since. He
once owned the New York franchise of World Team Tennis, he said, and is
owner of the San Francisco Shamrocks of the Pacific Hockey League.

Super Soccer will differ from the traditional version in a number of
ways, sponsors said. They include:

@lt's played inside.

@The field is smaller, about 70 yards by 30 yards. Conventional fields are
110 to 130 yards long and 70 to 80 yards wide.

@There will be more scoring because of rule changes including a wider
goal, fewer players on a side (six compared to 11}, unlimited substitution
and use of a hockey-style dasher board around the field to keep the ball in
play.

S

. And then of course we're going to allow some body contact,”
Saperstein ‘said

Riqhard .Ragone of Miami, introduced as a former offical of the North
]."\memcan Soccer League, was named interim commissioner of the new =
eague.

He said it will be a rugged game. ""There will be some shoving or a little
kicking," Ragone said, “‘but we will not allow it to get out of hand.

He said a penalty box will be used, similar to hockey

Saperslein said Super Soccer will not try to lure players away from the
established NASL.

Other founders of the new league are retired Miami businessman
Fredric Wise, Los Angeles dentist Elliott Gorin and Dennis Murphy', also of

Los Angeles. Murphy participated in founding the American Basketball
Association, World Team Tennis, the World Hockey Association and Pacific

Hockey League, said the sponsors
——



Saperstein Unveils New Soccer Loop

By CATHY KUSTER
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sional sports in both the United States
and Cansda in the next few years,”
Say ent

n,
executive officer of Super st
press confersnce Thursday at the
OMNI Center announcing the organi-

Sport,

In wutlining the

e formal, Sapersiein explained,
e have Laken traditional soccer. cul
the size of the playing (ield, reduced
the number of playe:

Super Soer

the gmals and moved it
zation o the new sport. dnors Wil some e chanses,
will have an olfense-arient
“WE'RE BOPING to have & fran.
ehise at the Hollywood Sportatorium,” Wil prdhice Migh seating.-
aaid Sspecatein, “We'll annousce 18 “Super Socces will stiFsct a v
franchises next month. of tane.” Saperstain cantinved. It in-

rs on each team,
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rariety “We will be playing

corporates traditional seccer. a touch
of . the quickness of basketball

and the body contact of feotbail.*
ALSO SERVING ON the organizing
commiitee are Denmis Murphy of Los
Angeles, lounder of the American Bas-
kethall Assoctation, World Team Ten.
nis and the World H: Association,
Fredric Wise of Miami and Dr. Ellistt

Gorin of Les Angeles.
Richard Ragone. & former executive
er  inihe North American Soceer League,
way appointed interim commissioner
League

“We iniend io apply io the United
vies Federadi member-
in.  ship and alfiliation,” Sapersiein said
“It will be our lgague policy that we
will neither approach nor sign players
currently under eontract 1o the North
Amenican

we

during the
same time that the NASL s in oper-

‘Super Soccer’ loop in offing

MLAMI (UPD) — Sports promscte:

jarry Saperaain ansounced Thurs-
day he Is |o the process of forming a
Baw iadoor cor'" leagus,

per
compating for fans with the North
Amarican Soccor League In many of
ita cities,

Saparstein, son of tha late Harlem
Globstrotter owner Abs Saperstein,

atien,” he continued. “Bul, we're not
o e. Cur
product I lailored Lo American
ke

SAPERSTEIN'S annsuncement fal-
lawed mare than a yesr of intensive
research 1o determine sparational

methods leaguc affices in Miami
Sapersiein said the league has re.
ceived a s or been in contact

with potential franchise owners in the
following area:

Eastern Division — New Vark City,
Hartford, Philadelphia, Balumore,
W . Bullale. Montreal, To-
ronto, Cleveland, Cincinmati ang Det-
o

Midwestern Diviston — Milwaukee,
Chicago, Omaha, Kansas City and In:
diamapaiis

Southern Diviskon — Oklahorts City,

Houston, Birmingham, New Orleans
and Mismi-FI Lauderdale

Western Division — Seattle, Por-
‘tland, San Francisco, Los Angeles and
San Delgo.

League headgquariers will be estab-
Hiahed in New York City with ot
per Soccer

SAPEESTEIN, WHO cwns the Sin
Francisco Shamrocks in the Pacific

al
Springs
drafl is scheduled for April 2 ia New
York Clty.

“We wan’l be bargaining with the
Saperste

in said
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Saperstein, snn af the late
Harlem Globetrotter owner
Ahe Sapersiein, waid the

neet June and would include

16 10 24 franchises In the

Uniled States and Canada
Althaugh the league will

Randy
Beard

SSL: Sockeying
it to the NASL?

A8 if any luriher evidence u nesded
What soceer 15 2 growing sport in the
United States, | give you the Super
Soecer League. Unaffectionately it's
becoming kaown 5 “sockey.

The SSL is the beainehild of Miami-
based promater Jerry Sapérstein.
whase intentions are to combine the
basic garne of foc cer with ingredients
ot buckey and baskethall

The league plans to set up
(ranchises 1n 16 to 14 cities with play
‘i begn n June. Which means
possible clash with the North
American Soccer League lor spec-
tator dollars

Saperstein. however, denies the SSL.
will be in direct competition with the

We're not looking for a tight with
NASL by any mesns,” Ssperstein
sard  We 40 0ot consider ourselves a
sccond league We consider ourselves
the only league in a new sport. Super
Saceer’

‘The Lact is, however, that many of

- the planned {ranchise cilies are ex-

pansion areas for the NASL Among

NASL expansian cilies the SSL has s

sights en are Houstan. Oakland.

Boswn. Phiadelphia and possibly
=

One af the requirements for an SSL
franchise 15 an aren with & playing
suriace of 200 by 85 feet and a seating
eapacty of 1000

Since the announcement of the
league. many Soccer purisis have
calied Super Soccer a bastardization

& 3 I8
CrKel when baseball was imvented. o
50 why nat soccer i
The Tampa Bay Rowdies dofi't con- N Fpar ™ Divie derdaje
o, nc, ion ol
<eler the SS1. 3 threat and even hinted o Con, y 7 Sear,
R RGN ¥
i 3 TN Wi W S e T
RINLTNEEN P D e o %
eoiey Cer gy o fan S St N Sy
I d o e e
e EL L L
Ndoor S Ao b ety
occer 1, St Sy
eague i F et e T
y . -
BUSKRs g, g Belng ormed T e P
MAMI Py, g Toany oy e T League in " e T e et
mote, e i o 4 paot fort o
e R e 0 A o e : ATl
Processof i ner Ade v B 4
S PTTTIN 8 e une N, 52l the ullensory. g p AN W a1 o
$ ™ eague ompar, S Wil hegin g fo, % B Sl o e, S Uhe g ol 62 Pl Ger L
¢ € T R the Norgh pearl U300 0 June Lo 528063 30w b emaller Playing area than W Tt e WS
i) o el 61 28 g 0T et reioteal cver ek, widey e T gt e =
v T ited Stites and Canady il be league: poiy g 0 ewer st A ety
“ﬁf'ﬁ‘ #o will neitlier appruach e T POICE more it g 38 O et
S anch s e Fgt
; ot Vit s 0 s
e = S St
St [ A T
55 & s*“é.s“ ety - et
,‘«#‘ﬂ e Sk e ‘;;,v\‘@n.
K Ca'S
e o Per. e
o < iy "ot‘(_-
© 5% I
e S ey
s T ,i‘:rs.h,,,',b,a o,,;‘h,.s;,,h Je,
S e, o Scr et e Mo o s ek "
oo ot Tl e s b B g BB S
e o 8 g ng " M, by ¥ Wy Thup Dienss” ey, iy,
er-‘i\‘«m’:-‘@% o ’:n Bt iy, ‘mﬁl’::m‘.fr";'y.gg;n %,,j:vt Y
W e R intgy the. 4 ¥Ciggy R ctag g Aptgrin o
PR it e dpiened iy | g Plegen 0 3l e,
T ¥ A the b 18 1, L L 7 S8 i ang
i P o Wf'?:lﬂ'v;;"%b"%%”-.y Tt 7
4 01’“1.“1 Sl Py iy ke S B e
? league o ry 4 Oy g g
> i e by e e
‘Super Soccer 1€3g P B
» e il price ey saiingy,
o in fam  plasces. W "0 gyl thi Bty
er Anoogh the Y08 S e e s ol ey "'fw:t"
L o « R persisin auimoee,
s (UPD =SB BT,  conpein i 54 (L0 et T, L e RO e
e ing a pew  the O T e . Hartfard.
bo i i o process of SOFVRE %S0 pedged he WO teagues a0d TSN gand, Detrols T e,
x mm’.‘m» e saevbore el THousten. ’ﬂ::i: iwakee,
ns s woul licy thot = ami-Fort LI " Now YRk
ooy el ey o .“"‘“r];;'nwm‘flw players ML wew Qrleans, R L
e 1 the tte arlem =41 e atroet to the Recth T porsa Gty ML s
Supersieis, w0 o Sapersteln, CUTEY Lo er League.” b S8 detpin. POLIL 0 and Wash
Globetrotter owDeE Jeagoe will  AmericSh e Sl (eI 3 (L e, Seattle, ToreT
sald the of T easca pext i “:m"";,,,,m ‘area than ‘::dﬂl"::r ngien.
:‘# B0 1o 2 raachistt TCCT [ iger gosls
woul 'and Cansda.
o the Usited 51

Canada.

Although the league will in fan
competition with the NASL in most
of the new league’s citics. Sapers-

and would go

“It will be league policy that we
will neither approach nor sign
players currently under contract to
the North American Soccer
League,” he said.

He sald the game would feature &
smaller playing arca than the aor-
mal soccer fleld, wider goals and
fewar playsrs which will produce

more scoring.

I turf playing surface

will have blue lines like bockey, and
baxes

be used.

‘The NASL has axperienced with
the Iadoor game In the pam and
many cbesrvers bave it
“ " because of its similarity

more
“With some ruls changes we will

bave an offensesriented game
which will produce high scoring and
we will not be governsd by the
vagaries of weather,”" Saperstein
said.

Th

cities Saperstein s
negotiating franchises for include
Baltimore, Birmingha

m, 3
Chicago, Cincinnatl, Cleveland,
Detreit, Hartford, ton, Kansas
Miami-Fort

raukee, Montreal,

New York City,

Oklahoma City. Omaha,

Philadelphia, Portiand, San Diego,
San Francisco, Seattle, Toronto and
Washington

Saperstein zald

mot say how many.
sbout 100,000 has been spent on the
project so lar.
Saperstein, who owned
Globstrotters after his father's
death, sald hs would be prasident
and chis! executive officer. Richard
“Rick" Ragone. formerly with the
North American Soccer League. ha
b interim
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L.S. getting |
a kick out
of soccer...

By ALEX SACHARE
AP Sports Writer

There were tailgate parties in the parking lots on the
sunny Sunday afternoon and traffic jams on the high-
ways. Some 30,000 tickets were sold within an hour of

‘ game time and a crowd of 62,394 filed through the turn-

stiles at Giants Stadium.

But not a baseball or football was to be seen. It was
soccer, pro soccer, which drew the huge turnout, the
largest number of people ever to watch a soccer match
on the North American continent.

They came to the Jersey Meadowlands June 19 to

~ watch the Tampa Bay Rowdies play the Cosmos in a
~ North American Soccer League game, and they saw

one of the sport’s alltime greats, Pele, get all the goals

~ in a 3-0 Cosmos victory.

That huge throng was no fluke, either.
The same day in Bloomington, Minn., 28,284 flocked

' to Metropolitan Stadium to watch the Los Angeles Az-

tecs nip the Minnesota Kicks 3-2. On June 23, a team-re-

~ cord 32,605 turned out at Busch Stadium in St. Louis to
~ see the hometown Stars shut out the Cosmos 2-0.

And last Sunday, while 55,039 were watching the
Ne _“ark Yankees and Boston Red Sox play baseball
at y Yankee Stadium, 57,191 were at Giants Sta-
diun.. . the Cosmos beat the Los Angeles Aztecs 5-2,
Pele once again scoring three goals.

Pro soccer, entering its second decade in the United
States, is showing definite signs of making it big. The
popularity which it had achieved in some areas over
the past few years seems to be spreading.

“I came to the United States three years ago in
hopes of helping the sport of soccer to grow in this coun-
try,” said Pele, the Brazilian World Cup superstar. ““To
see all these people here is the greatest thing for me.
This is the greatest souvenir that I can take home with
me.”

The 20-team NASL is enjoying its biggest season at
the box office by far. Last year’s records for total at-
tendance, 2,474,078, and average attendance, 10,309,
are sure to fall by the wayside.

So far this year, the league has drawn 1,864,876 peo-
ple for 141 games, an average turnout of 13,226. This av-
erage is likely to increase as the five-month season,
which began April 8, reaches its summer climax.

The key franchise is the Cosmos, who draw big
crowds wherever they go and who, in their first season
at Giants Stadium, have finally achieved a firm foot-
hold for the NASL in the New York area. They’ve al-
ready set a season attendance record of 280,189, an
average of 32,242 per game, and they have four home
dates remaining.

This popularity is quite a contrast to the sport’s
humble beginnings back in 1967 when two fledgling
leagues, the United Soccer Association and the Na-
tional Professional Soccer League, were formed to in-
troduce the *‘world’s most popular sport™ to America.

Those were hard times. Seven clubs folded as the
two leagues merged to form the NASL in 1968, and by
the end of that season 12 more had died. The league
wa- ~n the verge of extinction, with just five teams re-
n /o

he league, under the energetic leadership of
Comuaissioner Phil Woosnam, would not die. It limped
through the next couple of seasons, then took a big step

Sunday, July 3, 1977

forward with the addition of the Cosmos— backed by
the Warner Communications conglomerate—in 1971.

The next big step came in 1974, with expansion to the
West Coast, giving the NASL a true national image.
The sport was an instant hit, achieving tremendous
popularity in places like Seattle, Portland, Ore., and
San Jose, Calif., and in 1975 the league added five more
clubs to reach its present complement of 20.

Through the league’s darkest days, Woosnam never
lost confidence. He regularly spends four or five days a
week crisscrossing the country, promoting the NASL
and the sport of soccer to groups in big cities and small
towns.

‘“Soccer is going to be the next big sport in this coun-
try,” he tells anyone who will listen. ““It’s the most pop-
ular sport all over the world, and it will be just as
popular here. It’s just a matter of time."”

Television exposure would help bring that time
closer, but so far the league has had problems in that
regard. The NASL has been on and off network TV,
whose executives discovered that soccer’s continuous
style of play made insertion of commercials awkwards.
This year seven games are being televised on an inde-
pendent network put together by TVS, including the
Soccer Bowl title match from Portland Aug. 26.

Despite the paucity of national television exposure,
soccer has caught on in many cities around the league

The Minnesota Kicks, in their first season of opera-

]
tion in 1976, averaged better than 25,000 fans per game f'
and four times drew over 40,000. Portland, despite an 8 |
16 record, drew more than 20,000 per game last year, '
while Dallas tripled its atbendance to an average of
more than 14,000.

San Jose sold more than 14,000 season tickets prior
to the start of the 1977 campaign. Seattle opened the
Kingdome with a crowd of 58,128 for an exhibition -
against the Cosmos last year and averaged over 23,000.
Tampa Bay is averaging 23,308 this year, including 45,-
288 for a game against the Cosmos.

This has been achieved with a mixture of foreign
and American-born playing talent. While players like !
the world-famous Pele draw crowds, NASL executives
know that their future lies in developing talented Amer- .
ican players like goalies Shep Messing and Bob Rigby,
“Superstars” hero Kyle Rote Jr. and Trost, the former
St. Louis All-American and U.S. Olympian who is per-
haps the best midfielder ever developed in this country.

To that end, the league has spent much time, effort
and money on developing youth soccer programs .
around the country. And the big crowds turning out can
only spur that development.

“This was the team’s finest moment,” said Trost,
after the Stars blanked the Cosmos before the record .
crowd in St. Louis. **All those fans gave the entire team

a big thrill. Seccer is coming fast.”
SOCCER
LEAGUE ™




Band

1-2424

Wiede

SATURDAY, APRIL 26, 1975

Suddenly

soccer
ts No. 1

By Carl Reich

At least 35,000 Bay Area young-
sters, including girls, now play soc-
cer. More than Little League base-
ball (281,000), Pop Warner football
(6,500) and more than youth ice
hockey (1,500).

A decade ago, soccer in the Unit-
ed. States involved' mostly immi-
grants and their children. Only in
St. Louis and Philadelphia was soe-
:er popular among boys wha ¢
families had besn citizens for ge
erations.

Don Gueer, chairman of the U.S.
Youth Soccer Federation, happiy
estimates that 523.000 boys aud
girls under 19 now play on organ-
izéd teams arcund the nation.

Greer, like a businessman toting
his assets, says California has 339
high schools with soccer programs.
If you figure 30 players to a squac.
that means 10,000 players. Plus
about 600 junior high schools (9.99
to 12,000) youngsters.

And another 500 teams (abo.
7.500 boys and girls) are members
of San Francisco Police Athlet -
League programs.

Not to mention the American
Youth Soccer Organization
(AYSO0), with 7,500 players and 3y
Californid junior colleges with. an-
other 750.

Figures assembled for the Bay
Area by the San Jose Earthquakes
of the North American Soccer
League are equally impressive.
They add up to the 35,000,

“More than 80 per cent of all
youth soccer is played in the Liver-

You have to use your head i1 s¢:222, 24 iyle Rote [7. domonstrates

more area. tie South Bav aad cn
the Peninsuia.” savs Tom M~%en .
Earthquakes publicist and himso™
@ fo-m:r goalkeeper al Chico Stato,

Anexample of the recant growth
of a sport that oniy tne U.5. hag

cesisted until recently comes from
Juiije Menendez. soccer coaeh at
San Jose State University, Twelve
rars ago, ne "y, no Santa Clara

County high s:00' offered soccer,
AaW s @ vergie soort at 50

-5urn tg Page 4, Col. 1




Paul Child (10) stars for the San Jose Earthquakes in

game against Dallas

And suddenly soccer is No. 1

—From Page 1
schools.

Bob DiGraziz of Walnut
Creek, soccer coach at UC
Berkeley, s a.ys every four-
year college and university
in the state now has a soccer
program.

“Soccer teams are cheap,
to outfit—just uniform shirt,
shorts '‘and shoes. Bill
Clarke, coach at Cleveland
State College, once said he
could equip a soccer player
for the cost of one football

; helmet,” he says.

Scores of summer camps
have sprung up. Boys aged 6
to 19 can learn under expert
coaches. Rates average $20
g day, with residency costs
naturally more expensive.
Some camps even offer
group discounts.

At least two schools in En-
gland are advertising exten-
sively for American stu-
dents. Rates for three weeks
minus air fare are about
$380, for four weeks with air
transportation about $1,000.

Only the lack of enough
coaches and referees has
kept American soccer from
mushrooming faster. Greer
Says.

Menendez was so highly

regarded for his efforts at
San Josze State that he was
named coach of the Ameri-
can team for trials leading
up to the 1976 Olympic
Games in Canada.

(Bermudz defeated the
U.S., 32, last Sunday. The
eams meet again at San
Francisco’s Balboa Soccer
Stadium at 2 p.m. tomor-
TOW.)

Menendez has four Bay
Area players on his U.S.
squad. They are Jimmy
Zylker and Gary St. Clair,
San Jose State graduates;
Len Salvemini, an Air Force
Academy junior from South
San Francisco, and Polla
Garibay of Redwood City. A
fifth, Anatole Hulewsky,
lives in Sacramento,

The winner of Sunday’s
game advances against
Mexico. The loser is out.

Many of the Bay Area’s
aspiring young soccer play-
ers wear shirts with the
name “Kyle” lettered
across the back. That’'s a

.reference to Kyle Rote Jr.,

son of the former profession-
a] football star.

Sought by hundreds of col-

leges when he graduated
from high school in 1968,
young Rote attended Okla-
homa State for a year ona
football scholarship. Then he
transferred to University of
the South in Tennessee. In-
stead of football, the state
religion in Texas. he chose
soccer.

Young Rote isn’t big (5-10,
180 pounds). But he plays
adequately for a young man
who began a soCCer career
five years late, as these
things go — at, age 15. He
won the 1973 NASL scoring
championship and the most
valuable player award that
year.

Kyle Jr. plays for one of
the world’s richest men, La-
mar Hunt, who owns the
Dallas Tornado as well as
Lhe National Football
League Kansas City Chiefs
and countless oil wells.

" A year ago, sponsors of a
televised Superstars decath
lon-type competition added
Rote to the ranks agmost

apologetically.

Rote, 23, beat out other
sports figures for the $15,000

- top prize, plus about $35,000

in point money. This spring,
football star O. J. Simpson

won Superstars II, with Rote
second.

The Bay Area has its own
version of Xyle Rote Jr.
He’s Paul Child, a 510,
165-pound transplanted En-
glish star whose talents
have won a loyal Northern
English League in 1971, and
was talked into tryving out
with Atlanta of the NASL.
Last swmmer, he was the
leading NASL scorer with
the Earthquakes. who
picked him in an expansion
draft.

Rote and Child showed
thej_r drawing power Feb. 7.

Their teams drew anindoor
zecord crowd of 11.000in an
exhibition game

Palace. The crowd of mostly

" youngsters saw Child have a

field day as the Earthquakes
defeated the Tornado, 8-6.

Child has applied for citi-
zenship and plans to stay in
the Bay Area.

In 1974, the NASL decided
to try capturinig the Bay
Area market. -Owner Milan
Mandaric and general man-
ager Dick Berg fought all
day to convince other own-
ers that San Jose, rather
than Oakland or San Fran-
cisco. was theideal site.
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558,000 COMPETED ON SOCCER TEAMS in 1974-75, a 1,080% rise over 10-years.
Highest concentrations are in Middie Atlantic, North Central and West Coast States.

Soccer Participation Jumps
1,080% In Ten-Year Period

By Gerry L. Ginsburg, assoclate editor

NEW YORK CITY — Formal
soccer participation in the United
States increased 1,080% between
1965 and 1974-75. Nearly 558,000
soccer players competed for high
schools, National Collegiate Athletic
Association colleges and National
Junior College Athletic Association
teams, compared with slightly over
47,000 in 1965.

“The American market is over-
looking a growing sport, not a fad,”
commented Gerald G. Roraback,
consumer products marketing de-
velopment, Uniroyal, who compiled
the study and offered it to SPORT-
ING GOODS BUSINESS. “Soccer
is a growing athletic activity. Par-
ticipation figures for 1975 through
1977 should convince retailers, if
they’re not already convinced, that
there's a lot of money to be made in
stocking soccer equipment.”

The number of high schools
having formal soccer programs rose
from 2,582 in 1972 to 4,176 in 1974-
75 according to information he
gathered from the National Federa-
tion of State High School Associa-
tions. That amounts to a 62% in-
crease.

High school participation is con-
centrated in the Northeast, Midwest
and West Coast. Strong gains were
also reported in the Southern
market.

At the college level, the NCAA
and NJCAA reported 120% in-

creases in outdoor soccer facilities
during the 1957-1974 period. Even
from 1972 to 1974, facilities had a
30% jump, from 744 to 967 playing
fields.

Intercollegiate soccer participa-
tion has also seen sharp rises. For
that same 1957-1974 period, the
NCAA saw a gain of 145%. The
sharpest rise occurred from 1957-
1962 when the number of players
jumped to 8,270, a rise of 35%. The
second largest percentage jump took
place between 1972 and 1974—25%.
Over 15,000 men compete in NCAA
intercollegiate soccer.

-According to state-by-state
breakdowns, also furnished by the
National Federation of State High
School Associations, the Pacific
region has the. most male high
school soccer players, 166,000. Cali-
fornia leads that region and the rest
of the country, with 89,000 male
soccer players at the high school
level.

Here is the state-by-state high
school breakdown:

New England

o Massachusetts: Boston is the
hub of activity in the state with
8,000 players in the Greater Boston
area. The Springfield area is next
with 3,500, followed by Fall River
and New Bedford with 1,500 apiece.
Worcester reported 800 players in
the area high schools. Both Boston
and Springfield were rated by
Roraback as excellent soccer regions
(on a fair, good, excellent basis).

o Connecticut: 8,000 partici-
pants are reported in the state. The
Hartford area claims 3,000, while
the ecombined Hamden, Clinton and
Madison region tallies 1,500. Both
Fairfield County and Wilton add
1,000 players to the state totals.
Greenwich and Stamford both
report 500 participants.

e Rhode Island: The Providence
area reports 2,600 male soccer
players in area high schools.

e Maine: The state’s 2,400 soccer
players are equally divided between
Portland and Sanford.

o New Hampshire: 1,000 players
are reported in New Hampshire,
with 500 claimed in the Keene area.
Manchester, Hanover and Concord
each have 200 males in high school
soccer programs.

e Vermont: Burlington and
Middlebury contribute 200 each to
the state’s 400 total.

Middle Atlantic

e Pennsylvania: 38,000 of the
entire region’s 95,700 players are
from this state. 20,000 are in the
Philadelphia area including Upper
Darby, King of Prussia, Delaware
County and Levittown. Montgom-
ery and Bucks counties register
8,000 male high school soccer
players. Another 5,000 come from
Reading and Berks counties, while
the Allentown, Bethlehem and
Easton area contributes 2,500 to the
state total. Surburban Pittsburgh
adds another 2,500. Two regions in
Philadelphia are rated excellent by

Roraback: Philadelphia and
Montgomery and Bucks counties.

o New York: Second in the
region, the Empire State has ap-
proximately 34,700 males playing
high school soccer. That soccer
population is concentrated near New
York City. 12,000 are enrolled in
Long Island teams, 2,500 in West-
chester County and 5,000 in
Bayside, Yorkville and Long Island
City sections of the City. Rochester,
which has an excellent rating in the
state, has 10,000 playing soccer in
the region. The state capital,
Albany, checks out at 2,500 players.
Binghamton adds 1,500 to the total
while Syracuse has 1,200.

e New Jersey: 10,000 of the
state’s 23,000 soccer players are in
the Trenton area. Ocean and Mon-
mouth counties, Union and Orange
counties, and Hudson and Bergen
dounties each add 3,000 to the total.
The Paterson area has 1,200 playing
soccer while Essex and Morris coun-
ties have 2,000. Cherry Hill, Col-
lingswood and Deptford each claim/
500 in their area. Warren adds an-
other 300 to the total.
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South Atlantic

e Maryland: Baltimore leads that
state with 12,000 booters in the
area. Another 1,000 players are re-
ported from Dundalk and Glen
Burnie. 500 are registered in Col-
lege Park, Annapolis, Townon and
Catonville.

e Virginia: The Fairfax and An-
nadale areas account for 12,000
soccer players. Lynchburg and Har-
risburg each have 500 in high school
soccer programs.

e Georgia: The Atlanta soccer
market is growing. In 1972 it re-
ported 2,250 players. Its 1974
figures, however, read 15,000 partic-
ipants.

e South Carolina: Figures are
not available,

e North Carolina: Durham
reports 500 male soccer players.

e West Virginia: Morgantown
and Elkins contribute 500 players
apiece to the 1,300 players in the
state. The Philippi area enrolls 300.

e Delaware: Wilmington leads
the state with 2,000 participants.
Newark and Milford add 1,000
players each while another 500 are
playing in Seaford.

e Washington, D.C.: 5,000 are
playing soccer in the Distriet, in
Prince Charles and Montgomery
counties.

e Florida: Miami has 2,000 males
playing high school soccer. St.
Petersburg-Tampa adds 1,000 to the
total, while Orlando and Jack-
sonville each have 500 in the soccer
program.

East South Central

e Kentucky: The Louisville area
has 1,000 in the soccer program.

e Tennessee: 1,000 are active in
soccer programs across the state.

e Not Available: Statistics from
Alabama, Mississippi.

West South Central

o Texas: Over 20,000 males par-
ticipate in high school soccer pro-
grams across the state. The bulk of
these, 15,000, are in the Dallas-
Highland Park-Arlington area. Fort
Worth and Houston each have 2,000
playing soccer, while San Antonio
adds 1,500 to the state total.

e Louisiana: Approximately
1,500 play soccer in the state, mostly
in the New Orleans vicinity.

e Oklahoma: There are 1,000
soccer players in the state, centered
near Tulsa.

e Arkansas: No statistics are
available.

East North Central

e Ohio: Ohio leads the region in
participants with 31,000. The major-
ity of participation is near Cinein-
nati, with 15,000 soccer players.
Cleveland and its suburbs add 6,000
to the total. Shaker Heights, a
Cleveland suburb, adds another
1,000. Dayton has 4,000 in its soccer
programs, while Columbus and
Akron add 2,000 apiece. Wooster
enrolls 1,000 in its high sehool soccer
schedules. Both Cleveland and Cin-
cinnati are rated as excellent areas
by Roraback.

e Indiana: Gary and Indianapolis
lead the state with 2,000 soccer
players apiece. Fort Wayne adds
1,000 to the total. .

e Michigan: Over 2,200 players
are enrolled in male, interscholastic
soccer competition.

e Illinois: Chicago and its
suburbs (including Evanston,
Wilimette, Elmhurst, Park Ridge,
LaGrange, Wheaton, Elgin and
Highland Park) enroll 15,000 in
soccer programs. Quincy adds 8,000
to the state total. East St. Louis has
2,000 participants, while Macomb
has 1,000. All areas, except
Macomb, are rated excellent.

West North Central

e Missouri: St. Louis, long a
soccer capital, leads the state in
soccer participation. Over 27,000
play soccer at the high school level in
Missouri.

e Minnesota: The Twin Cities,
Minneapolis and St. Paul, have 1,500
players in the soccer programs.

e Nebraska: Omaha leads the
state in total participants. Approx-
imately 4,000 play interscholastic
soccer in the state.

e Not Available: Statistics for
Towa, Kansas, South Dakota, North
Dakota.

Mountain

e Colorado: Littleton leads the
state with 8,000 players, followed
closely by Denver with 5,000. Eng-
lewood and Colorado Springs each
has 2,000 in the soccer program.

e Nevada: Las Vegas heads the
state, which has 2,000 soccer
players.

e Arizona: Phoenix has the bulk
of the 2,000 soccer players in the
state.

e Utah: Most of the soccer play is
around Salt Lake City, where 1,200
males are part of the interscholastic
soccer program.

e New Mexico: Approximately
400 play high school soccer in the
state.

e Not Available: Statistics for
Idaho, Wyoming, Utah.

Paclific

e California: California has the
most soccer players of any state in
the nation, with 29,000. The Los
Angeles area is the center of that
activity, with 46,000 participating in
formal soccer play. Fresno has
15,000 enrolled, while San Franecisco
and San Diego have 10,000 apiece.
San Jose and Sacramento each have
4,000 players. All areas, except Sac-
ramento, are rated excellent.

o Washington: Approximately
25,000 play soccer in that state, with
the majority playing in greater Se-
attle (21,000). Another 4,000 are
playing in the Tacoma area.

e Oregon: Most of the soccer play
is concentrated around Portland.
Over 2,000 play soccer in that state.

Women's soccer is not included in
any of the above figures. Participa-
tion by women is known to be grow-
ing, although no figures are cur-
rently available. H SGB
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