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Peter Barnes on the rampage
in a left-wing foray during the
Sheffield Wednesday match
on Saturday 31st March 1984.
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Tonight at Elland Road we get away
from League Football as we entertain a
team from the other side of the Atlantic
the TAMPA BAY ROWDIES.

Itis a pleasure to have the opportunity
of playing against them and it will give
our staff and the supporters the chance
to compare soccer, as they call it in the
States, with the game over here.

There are a couple of our players
namely Peter Lorimer and David Harvey
who decided a few years back to try their
luck in the American Soccer League with
Canadian clubs. Peter started with
Toronto Blizzard before eventually join-
ing Johnny Giles in Vancouver with the
Whitecaps, where David also went to
play. Both players thoroughly enjoyed
the experience of the game, the razz-
matazz and the entertainment that goes
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with it. Many other notable British
players, especially in the early days of the
American League also went over, as the
bosses of the NASL tried to attract more
spectators and a general interest in foot-
ball European style.

Like all countries recently the game
has suffered a little but | am sure in the
future years it will be back as strong as
ever.

It will also be nice to welcome back to
English football the Rowdies’ Chief
Coach, Rodney Marsh, who's skill and
ability are well known to everyone who
watched him play. Many people, | am
sure, would have felt that Rodney left
the Football League too early in his
career but in Tampa they have been
delighted he took that decision as with
his style of play | believe he attracted
many fans to Rowdies games and
generated great interest amongst the
youngsters in Florida, eventually becom-
ing the most popular player in their short
history.

Having played against Rodney on
many occasions | know why!

Our welcome also extends to the rest
of the Tampa Bay party, especially the
players who will be performing tonight.
They are a multi-national squad,
amongst their players are South
Americans, Europeans, South Africans

to go along with their home based
players. | do not know much about them
as individuals but as a team | am sure
Rodney will have them playing a brand of
entertaining and exciting football and |
hope they enjoy the experience of play-
ing at Elland Road and that it helps them
as they prepare for their new season.

Our supporters | am sure will enjoy the
game, particularly our American Sup-
porters Branch from the Menwith Hill
Station near Harrogate, as they have
become keen and avid followers of
Leeds United and football and it will be
fun for them to see one of their native
teams playing tonight.

Now a few thoughts on our recent der-
by match against Sheffield Wednesday
— there were many discussions about
the game, the most notable being the
dispute over Andy Ritchie’s goal that
gave us a share of the points. Andy
himself admitted that the ball did strike
his arm, but he is equally adamant that
the offence was unintentional. Wat-
ching the replay on television myself, it
was very hard to tell whether Andy's arm
did make contact. It certainly made a
good talking point over the weekend.

The match itself was a great advert for
British football with the two sides giving
maximum effort, under the conditions,
both sides showed a lot of skill and ability
and the contrast in the playing styles of
ourselves and Wednesday was also of in-
terest,

Overall | think a draw was a fair result. |
was particularly pleased with the perfor-
mance at right back of Denis Irwin,
another one of our young players who
has made great progress in recent mon-
ths and if they all continue to work hard
and improve certain aspects of their
game, the future for both them and the
club looks promising.

seven seasons.

TAMPA BAY ROWDIES FACTS

The Tampa Bay Rowdies were formed in July 1974 and achieved immediate success as NASL Champions
in their first season. This was followed by qualification for the Championship play-offs in each of their first

The Rowdies play at the 71,000 capacity, natural turf Tampa Stadium and have averaged home atten-
dances of over 20,000 during the last six seasons.
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Tampa Bay Rowdies differ from the
popular image of North American soccer
teams in that many of their players are in fact

‘home grown’, or long serving imports.

Another perhaps surprising point is that Tampa have
no British players in their line-up, in spite of the
presence of Rodney Marsh as coach,

In the past, well-known names like Rodney, of
course, Frank Worthington, Tommy Smith, Kevin
Keelan and Graham Paddon have graced the Tampa
Stadium, whilst only last summer Coventry City’'s Sam
Allardyce wore the Rowdies’ colours; however, this
season’s squad comprises US players (7), Canadian (3),
South African (4), Central and South American (3) and
only two European players. Even these figures are a little
misleading, for South African-born assistant coach
Mike Connell has been with the club since its very
beginning in 1975 and is currently seeking US citizen-
ship.

There are international players in the side, but these
are in the main from the developing footballing nations
rather than established world stars. This may not be as
appealing for the British fan, who might relish the novel-
ty of seeing an ageing ‘great’ go through the motions,
but it is undoubtedly good for the development of
younger North American players.

For example, Canadian soccer is still an amateur sport
and so the opportunity for the likes of midfield man Wes
MclLeaod (26), defender Peter Roe (28) and forward Mark
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Karpun (20) to play in the world of top class pro soccer
can only help them and in turn their national side.

One of the Rowdies’ more recent international acquisi-
tion is Frantze Mathieu, a 32-year-old Haitian defender
with World Cup experience. Mathieu spent some time in
Germany, playing for St Paul's, before moving to
Chicago Sting. He later played for Montreal, moving on
to Tampa Bay when the Canadian club closed.

The Rowdies South American stars are: midfield man
Manny Rojas (28), a Chilean international, and the
Brazilian forward Tatu (22), formerly with Sao Paulo.

Tatu, like Pele, is known by his nickname, but if An-
tonio Carlos Pecorari, to give him his full name, can
achieve a fraction of the footballing success of his il-
lustrious fellow countryman, | don't suppose he'll care
what he is called!

The two Europeans in the squad, goalkeeper Jurgen
Stars and midfield man Flemming Lund, provide the
maturity and experience.

Stars, now 35, worked his way up through the ranks
of West German soccer, starting as an amateur with
Phonic Lubek in 1967, moving to Second Division Volk-
ingen (1971-77), First Division Hamburg {1977) and Vfr
Burstadt in 1980 before joining NASL club Calgary
Boomers in 1981.

Lund (31) is a Danish international, who has also en-
joyed some success in European club soccer, taking
part in Fortuna Dusseldorf's European Cup Winners’
Cup Final of 1979. Should be well-known to United’s
Peter Lorimer, having played for Vancouver Whitecaps
before joining the Rowdies.

MIKE POPPLEWELL

MEET
THE
MANAGER

Head Coach of Tampa Bay Rowdies is Rodney Marsh, a man who
should need no introduction to English fans.

Rod began his career with Fulham as an apprentice and signed
as a full professional on his 18th birthday in October 1962, but in
March 1966, after scoring 22 goals in 63 games, he was allowed to
leave, joining West London neighbours QPR, then in Division
Three.

Many considered this decision one of Fulham's biggest ever
mistakes, for Rod’s impact on the English footballing public was
immediate.

An incredible surge of success followed as Alec Stock’s team of
‘has beens’ and also rans took the football world by storm with a
Football League Cup run that went all the way to Wembley for the
first Final at the famous stadium in 1967.

Rangers, the first Third Division club to play at Wembley, went

2-0 down to WBA, but the Marsh magic got to work and at the
end of the day they had triumphed by three goals to two, with Rod
scoring one of the goals.

In his six years at QPR, he collected two England Under-23
caps, the first of his nine full England caps, that League Cup Win-
ners’ trophy and Winners Medals for the Second and Third Divi-
sion Championships. During this time, he played 211 League
games and scored 106 goals.

On moving to Manchester City in March 1972, Rod came closer
to a First Division-Championship medal to complete the collection,
but City, looking favourites for much of the time, eventually lost
out to Derby County.

During his four years at Maine Road, he played in 118 games,
scored 36 goals and returned to Wembley for a second League
Cup Final in 1974. Unfortunately, this time he was to be on the los-
ing side, as Wolves emerged 2-1 winners.

After enjoying his first taste of life Stateside with Tampa Bay in
1976, Rodney returned to his old club, Fulham, on loan, teaming
up with Georgie Best, but just 16 games and five goals later, it was
back to the Rowdies and a glittering end to his playing career. In
what the club have referred to as the ‘Rodney years’ they won the
NASL indoor title in 1976, made two Soccer Bowl appearances
(1978 and 1979) and won two division titles (1976 and 1979).

When he retired from playing at the end of 1979, he was award-
ed a testimonial by the club, the only one to be granted to date.
Coaching success in the ASL followed and last October the man
described as ‘the most popular player in the Rowdies’ history’
returned to Tampa Bay as Head coach.

MIKE POPPLEWELL
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Roster
Tampa Bay Rowdies

No. Name Position Age Height Weight Citizenship
0 Arnie Mausser GK 29 6-1 197 United States
1 Jurgen Stars GK 35 6-0 174 West German
2 Gregg Thompson ‘ D 23 5-9 165 United States
3 Glenn Myernick D 28 510 183 United States
5 Frantz Mathieu D 30 5-10 160 Haitian
6 Mike Connell D 27 6-0 160 South African |
7 Steve Wegerle F 31 59 152 South African |
8 Wes MclLeod M 26 5-9 149 Canadian |
10 Tatu F 21 5.7 158 Brazil ‘
11 Manny Rojas E 28 5-8 150 Chilean
12 Perry. Van Der Beck M 24 6-0 152 United States
14 Flemming Lund M 31 5-7 150 Denmark
5 Peter Roe D 28 5-8 150 Canadian
16 Pedroc DeBrito F 24 6-1 170 United States
17 Roy Wegerle F 19 511 . 170 South African
18 Mark Karpun F 20 6-1 165 Canadian
19 Neill Roberts F 29 6-2 175 South African
20 Tommy King F 22 6-1 170 United States
25 Mark Longwell D 23 6-0 170 United States
HEAD COACH: Rodney Marsh TRAINER: Steve Horne

ASSISTANT COACH: Mike Connell

1 S!ars 2 Thompson 3 Myernick 5 Mathieu 6 Connell

0 Mausser 7 Wegerle

"8 McLeod

18 Karpun 19 Roberts 20 King 25 Longwell Rodney Marsh




UNITED v
WEDNESDAY
ACTION

A controversial goal is
captured in these two
pictures from the game against
the Owls on 31st March as Andy
Ritchie (below) turns away after
finding the right touch te earn the
congratulations of team-mates Irwin
and Lorimer {above).
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OFFICIALS

Referee: J. McAULAY, Leeds
Linesmen:
To be announced.
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special guests.
We provide a full pre-match meal with wine, best
stand accommodation, refreshments at half-time
and full-time, a match ball signed by the United
players, and scoreboard, PA and programme
advertising for an inclusive fee of £150 + VAT. Enjoy
a special day out tax and cost-effectively as the
MATCHBALL SPONSOR.

1 | ARNIE MAUSSER
2 |GREGG THOMPSON
The Ball Boys at Elland Road are sponsored by: 3 |MIKE CONNELL
TELVISTA TELEVISION D | FERIILE HIATMIED
248 Meanwood Road, Leeds 7 5 |GLENN MYERNICK
Telephone: Leeds 621166/7 6 |FLEMMING LUND
7 |WES McLEOD
8 | PERRY VAN DER BECK
MRtre BALL 9 [ROY WEGERLE
5. SPONSOR 10 |STEVE WEGERLE
11 | NEILL ROBERTS
Enjoy the matchday atmosphere 12
as Matchball Sponsor and our

The next home match at Elland Road is the
Canon League Division Two fixture against
Derby County on Saturday 14th April at
3.00 p.m.

the enjoyment of others.

A MESSAGE FOR ALL SUPPORTERS

We offer a warm welcome to all spectators at Elland Road this evening for our
game with Tampa Bay Rowdies. May we remind you to behave at all times
both inside the stadium and on your way home afterwards so as not to spoil

MATCH SPONSORSHIP

Match sponsorship at Elland Road is a high visibility and cost-effective way to pro-
mote your Company’s products or services. Contact the Leeds United Chief Executive
Terry Nash on Leeds 706560 to obtain details on sponsorship packages that can be
designed to suit your special Company needs.




