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Hi Fans—

Welcome to one of the most unique sporting
events ever to be held in New Mexico. This is basket-
ball country and we are honored to be chosen to host
the 33rd annual WBL All-Star game.

Interest in women’s basketball is growing at all
levels and this is a collection of some of the greatest
women athletes in the world.

Hopefully, this game will serve as a forerunner to
New Mexico becoming a member of the Women’s
Professional Basketball League.

Enjoy

St

WBL STANDINGS

Coastal Division
W oL Pet. GB
Dallas 1L 6 647 A
New Orleans 14 8 636 —
New Jersey 14 8 636 —
San Francisco 6 12 ..333 6
Central Division
Nebraska 16 3 842 —
Chicago B9 A7l 7
Minnesota 6 12 .333 9
St. Louis 6 15° .286 11

I T I Y% W Y % % Progress in the WBL-Fact or Fiction ¥y ¥¢ ¥% ¥ Y¢ Yo ¥ Y e % %

Lynnette Sjoquist, Public Relations Director-Minnesota Fillies

The birth of Women’s Professional Basketball on
a nationwide league level was conceived in the mind
of one Bill Byrne, who eventually became founder
and first president. Mr. Byrne was accompanied in
this adventurous undertaking by Dave Almstead,
currently president of the Dallas Franchise, and
Carew Smith. The dream stepped closer to reality
following a 1% year investigation of potential
markets, talent available, and the overall feasibility
of such a league existing. The Women’s Professional
Basketball League incorporated on October 11, 1977.

League officials scruitinized 750 applications for
franchises and accepted six that met the credentials
set by the founders in regard to availability of arena,
locality, and the ability to operate for a minimum of
three years. The six, Iowa, New Jersey, Milwaukee,
Chicago, Minnesota, and Dayton, were later joined
by New York and Houston to complete the octet that
would comprise the league for the 1978-79 season.

The history-making first annual draft of the WBL
was held on July 18, 1978 at the Essex House in New
York City. Franchise holders selected 80 of the top
college seniors and free agents, including All
Americans and Olympic Stars. Try out camps fol-
lowed with rosters being finalized for the opening tip-
off on December 9, 1978.

The premier season of WBL had its start at the
Milwaukee Arena with- the Milwaukee Does hosting
the Chicago Hustle before an audience of 8,000 en-
thusiastic fans. The beginning was eventful and the
WBL had begun a tradition of eventful occurences.
The season countinued on an even keel, considering
the odds against it surviving. The season concluded
with the Houston Angels as the WBL champions.

Season number two began with expansion, an ex-

pansion that proved to be too extensive for the
adolescent league. Expansion franchises went to
Dallas, San Francisco, California, New Orleans,
Philadelphia, and Washington, D.C. Realignment of
the league was neccessary shortly into the second
season due to financial difficulties suffered by
Philadelphia and Washington D.C. The remaining
teams were successful in completing the schedule with
the New York Stars capturing the title.

Season number three has begun minus four teams
that found financial burden multiplied by playoff ex-
penses. New York, Houston, and Iowa found it im-
possible to continue after paying for the playoffs.
Milwaukee has sailed troubled seas since the beginn-
ing and has also opted with the other three to suspend
operations for a period of one to two years in an ef-
fort to refinance and reenter the league.

Despite the fate of those four franchises, expan-
sion has again taken place. Omaha, Nebraska has
welcomed the Wranglers to the Corn Husker State
and the Boston area bore the New England Gulls.
New England’s entrance into the WBL has been short
lived by a late start and an early finish.

The remaining eight teams are under the direction
of Commissioner Sherwin Fischer and relocated
league office in Chicago.

The third season opened in Minnesota with the
Fillieshosting the expansion Wranglers on Sunday,
November 30, 1980. Challenges are being met
throughout the WBL both on the court and off.
Giant steps forward in public acceptance, arena at-
tendance, and media receptiveness, when compared
to temporary %etbacks caused by realignment, in-
dicate a definite prognosis of progress and the future
promise of prosperity.
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INGE NISSEN—OId Dominion ‘80—A 6’5 center, Nissen is leading the WBL in blocked

42 shots, with 4 per game. The Chicago rookie averages 22.9 points a game, fourth in the league,
and 12 rebounds, also fourth in WBL play. She was a college teammate of the West’s Nancy
Lieberman and the East’s Angela Cotman.

PAULA MAYO—Grambling ‘78—A 5-11 forward/center, Mayo is playing in her second
6 All-Star game. The second-year Chicago player is averaging 16 points a game and is ninth in re-
bounding, with 8.2 a game.

MARIE KOCUREK—Wayland Baptist ‘78—Kocurek is in her third WBL season, and has
42 played in the All-Star game each year. A 6-1 center for Minnesota, she is averaging 14.6 points
and 6.5 rebounds.

NESSIE HARRIS—Charleston ‘80—A rookie with Minnesota, Harris is averaging 18.1
15 points a game and is eighth in shooting percentage, with a .483 mark. A 5-10 forward, she is
eighth in rebounding, with 7.9.

ANGELA COTMAN—OId Dominion ‘80—A Minnesota rookie, Cotman is a 5-7 guard
10 anda college teammate of East center Inge Nissen and West forward Nancy Lieberman. She is
averaging 7.8 points and 4.4 rebounds.

ROSIE WALKER—S.F. Austin ‘80—This Nebraska rookie leads the WBL in field goal
40 percentage, with a .612 mark. She is third in scoring, with 22.9 points per game. A 6-1 for-
ward/center, Walker ranks second in rebounding, with a 13.7 mark.

HOLLY WARLICK—Tennessee ‘80—Warlick is a second-year player, making her first
22 All-Star appearance. A 5-7 guard with Nebraska, she is third in assists, with 5.4, and seventh in
steals, with 2.4. Holly averages 8.9 points and 3.3 rebounds a game.

LYDIA JOHNSON—Detroit ‘80—A 6-4 center with St, Louis, Johnson is third in rebound-
50 ing, with 13.5 per game. As a WBL rookie, she is averaging 16.7 points per game.

“MAGIC”’ JONES—Kentucky St. ‘80—A 5-8 rookie guard with the St. Louis Streak,
1 Jones is fourth in assists, with 5.2 per game. She’s scoring an 11.5 points a game and collects 3.7
rebounds per contest.

PEARL MOORE—Francis Marion ‘79—A 5-7 guard/forward, Moore represents St. Louis,

15 and is making her first All-Star appearance. A second-year WBL player, she is seventh in scor-
ing, with a 19.0 mark, sixth in steals, with 2.4 a game, eighth in free throw percentage, at .773,
and ninth in assists, with 3.7 per game. She averages 5.4 rebounds per contest.
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%‘wm EAST: Coach: Steve Kirk, Nebraska Wranglers
(Home)

“p0 BASKETBALL LEAGUE

NAME NO. | POINTS TOT. | PF | POS. | HT. TEAM

Angela Cotman 10 G | 5-7 | Minnesota Fillies
Nessie Harris 15 F | 5-10| Minnesota Fillies
Marie Kocurek 42 C | 6-1 | Minessota Fillies
Inge Nissen 42 C | 6-5 | Chicago Hustle
Paula Mayo 6 C/F | 5-11| Chicago Hustle
Rosie Walker 40 C/F | 6-1 | Nebraska Wranglers
Holly Warlick 22 G | 5-7 | Nebraska Wranglers
Lydia Johnson 50 C | 64 | St. Louis Streak
“Magic’’ Jones 1 G/F | 5-8 | St. Louis Streak
Pearl Moore 15 F/G | 5-7 | St. Louis Streak

WBL Referees: Bob Dietze, Jim Blackwood
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WEST: Coach: Greg Williams, Dallas Dlamonds

(Vi |s1tors)
NAME NO. POINTS TOT. PF POS.| HT. TEAM

Nancy Lieberman 10 F 5-10| Dallas Diamonds
Rosalind Jennings 15 G | 5-6 |Dallas Diamonds
Cindy Haugejorde 43 F | 6-0 |SF Pioneers
Cardie Hicks 10 G/F | 5-8 |SF Pioneers

Cindy Brogdon 44 F 5-10 | New Orleans Pride
Sybil Blalock 10 G | 5-5 |New Orleans Pride
Althea Gwyn 33 C | 6-2 [New England Gulls
Carol Blazejowski 12 F | 5-10 |New Jersey Gems
Gail Marquis 24 F/C | 6-1 |New Jersey Gems
Janice Thomas 10 G | 5-5 |[New Jersey Gems
Molly Bolin 15 G | 5-9 |SF Pioneers
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WBL Rgferees: Bob Dietze, Jim Blackwood

One of

New Mexico’s largest
full service travel agency

Making the best of the world
available toyou

Domestic...Foreign...Family..
Individual cruises...

Tours..

.Group
.Trips...Air...Rail

Ship...Hotel and auto reservations

Experienced, Professional,
Personal Service

American Society
of Travel Agents

42 First Plaza NW

Weekdays 8:30-5:00

842-8991
247-2291

1115 San Mateo Blvd. NE

Weekdays 8:30-5:30

Saturdays 9:00-3:00 /
268-3901 4
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ALTHEA GWYN —Queens ‘78—Gwyn leads the WBL in rebounding, with 14 a

33 game, and is fifth in scoring, with a 19.9 average. Her field goal percentage of .495 is also the
fifth best in the WBL. Gwyn, a three-year WBL veteran, is playing in her third All-Star game.

She represents the New England Gulls, although she now plays for the Chicago Hustle. The 6-2
guard earned All-Pro honors last year with the NY Stars.

NANCY LIEBERMAN—OId Dominion ‘79—One of the many rookies in this year’s All-

10 Star game, Lieberman is averaging 25.7 points a game for the Dallas Diamonds, second in the
league, and leads the WBL in steals, with 3.4 per game. Her 9.1 rebounds a game is seventh in
the league. Nancy is second in free throw percentage, at .847, and second in assists, with 6.8 per
game. This 5-10 guard/forward was recently voted the Women Athlete of the Year.

ROSALIND JENNINGS—Erskine ‘80—Jennings is another rookie voted to the All-Star
15 team. Sheis averaging 11.6 points and 5.2 rebounds a game for Dallas. A 5-6 guard, her 3.8
assists per game rank her eighth in the WBL.

CAROL BLAZEJOWSKI—Montclair ‘78—Blaze leads the WBL in scoring, at 29.3 points

12 a game, and is fourth in shooting percentage, 2nd in free throw percentage, .505 and .822,
respectively. The 5-10 rookie forward is rebounding at an 8.8 clip and is fifth in steals, with 2.4 a
game. Blaze represents the New Jersey Gems.

JANICE THOMAS—Long dsland—This 5-5 New Jersey guard is the WBL’s leader in

10 assists, with 9.1 per game. Thomas averages 12.0 points a game, four rebounds a contest, and is
second in steals, with 3.0 a game. A three-year WBL veteran, Janice is appearing in her third
All-Star game. »

GAIL MARQUIS—Queens ‘78—Mérquis is the WBL’s sixth rebounder, at 9.3 a game, and
is 10th in shooting percentage, at .468. She is averaging 11.3 points a game. A 6-1 for-
ward/center, Marquis represents New Jersey. She’s in her second year in the WBL.

CINDY BROGDON—Tennessee ‘79—A 5-10 forward with the New Orleans Pride,
Brogdon is averaging 17.8 points a game in her rookie year. That average is 10th best in the
league. Cindy is fifth in free throw percentage, at .815, and she’s averaging 4.2 rebounds per

game.

SYBIL BLALOCK—Mercer ‘78—A 5-5 guard, Blalock is in.her third season in the WBL,

10 playing with New Orleans. She is seventh in shooting percentage, at .491, ninth in free throw
percentage, at .771, and fifth in assists, with 4.9 a game. Sybil is averaging 10.3 points and 4.0
rebounds a game.

MOLLY BOLIN—Grand View—Bolin, in her third WBL season, is playing in her third All-

11 star game. A native of Dryden, Ontario, Canada, Molly now plays for San Francisco after star-
ting the season in the LPBA with Southern California. She leads the WBL in free throw percen-
tage, at .848, and is fifth in scoring, with 20.4 points a game. A 5-9 guard, Molly averages 4.0
rebounds a game.

CINDY HAUGEJORDE—Iowa ‘80—A 6-0 rookie forward, Haugejorde is the WBL’s fifth
43 best rebounder this season at 9.5 a game. She’s averaging 16.8 points a game for the San Fran-
cisco Pioneers.

CARDIE HICKS—Cal-Northridge ‘77—Hicks is a 5-8 guard/forward. She’s a secqnd—ymr
10 player and is averaging 11.5 points and 4.0 rebounds a game for the San Francisco Pionesrs.
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EAST COACH

STEVE KIRK—Nebraska Wranglers—Kirk, in his
first year with Nebraska, has led the Wranglers to a
15-3 record. He coached Iowa to a 24-12 mark last
year, when his team was the Midwest Division Cham-
pion. After attending Northern Michigan University,
Kirk compiled a 103-38 high school coaching record,
then coached for three years at NMU before going to
the University of Wisconsin at Eau Claire.
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The Women’s Professional BaskKetball League

Goods Company and Formfit Rogers Inc. for being official sponsors of our League.

Wilson designed and produced the official ball for the WBL in 1978. Its slightly smaller (28'%) cir-

cumference insures better handling and control.

Formfit Rogers supplies the WBL players with undergarments including the Active Women Collec-

tion.

The WBL acknowledges and congratulates Norm Ellenberger, his staff, and the City of Albuquer-

que for its support of our League for hosting the

Additional thanks to the Albuquerque media and all other individuals, companies and organiza-
tions who assisted in producing the WBL All-Star Game.
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WBL DIRECTORY

Sherwin FISERer ..., .vui:conenons Commissioner
JanRopess i onn e Director of Operations
Mary Anne Smrz .. .. .. Director of Public Relations
SteveZebos .. ... Vil Supervisor of Officials
BobRosenberg................. Head Statistician

WEST COACH

GREG WILLIAMS—Dallas Diamonds—Williams
has coached the Diamonds to a 10-4 record in his first
year at Dallas. For the past two years, he has been an
assistant coach at Houston, where the Angels posted
a two-year record of 46-24. Houston won the WBL
Championship in the ‘78-79 season and won its Divi-
sion Championship last year. Williams attended Rice
University, where he played guard for the Owls from
1966 to 1969. He was then hired as an assistant coach
at Rice.

Women’s Professional Basketball League
300 West Adams Street, Suite 401
Chicago, Illinois 60606

(312) 346-8301

extends a special thank-you to Wilson Sporting

1981 WBL All-Star Game.

SPECIAL THANKS

Four Seasons Motor Inn
Boy Scout Troops of Albuquerque
Trans World Airlines
Atwell Summers Cadillac Company
Black Angus Restaurant
Maloof & Company
Dr. Peggy Roberts, Game Physician
Civic Auditorium
Linda Estes, A.D., University of New Mexico
Stanton Creative Service
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- Join the . ACVB Team/——

Sports business is great business for Albuquerque!

The Albuquerque Convention & Visitors Bureau Inc. is

working to continually attract even more sports events
and activities to entertain Albuquerqueans, and

to build local business.

Join the ACVB team today, and help Albuquerque score!

Call the ACVB at 243-3696 for more information about the
bureau activities, and how you can be a part of the effort.

And throughout the year, support all Albuquerque sports
events and activities. Albuquerqueans can enjoy a year-

round calendar of athietic entertainment, such as tonight’s
outstanding Women’s Basketball League All-Star Game.

Don’t miss a quarter. . .around. . .
an inning. . .aminute. .. be a part of
the Albuquerque sports scene
throughout the year.

v,

Be a spectator. . .
be a participant. . .
support the team!

ntion &
isitors Bureau
PO. Box 26866

(505) 243-3696 Mezzanine, Plaza Hotel
y Albuquerque, NM 87125




